AMAZONS    OF    FREEDOM

Congress Poland, the part of Poland attached to
Russia, was once more obliged to take up arms
in defence of its rights. And once more the attempt
ended in disaster, with the loss of 80,000 Polish
lives, apart from a further 20,000 who fled the
country after the Polish defeat.

The struggle of 1830-1831 demanded tre-
mendous sacrifices from the women of Poland.
At the approach of the enemy they left their
homes and not only helped in erecting defence
works, organizing hospital services and performing
other non-combatant tasks, but many of them
also distinguished themselves in the field.

The Polish historical records contain countless
stories of feminine heroism in this war for freedom.
Here is an album of portraits, more than a century
old. It contains one of the young Countess Emilia
Platxer, a wonderfully pretty girl with a slim
figure and a straight, self-assured look. She is
wearing the uniform of a captain of Hussars, with
her small but firm left hand resting on the hilt
of her sword. Glancing at this picture anyone
unacquainted with the truth would immediately
think of fancy dress. Yet this charming young
woman was a military leader of great resource
and reckless courage, the terror of the Cossack
warriors sent by the Tsar to crush her country.
She was known, and feared, as the 'Girl Captain',
and participated heroically in many violent battles.
She came out of them all unhurt, \yhat killed
her was not a physical wound, but the collapse
of the rising, which she could not survive,
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